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At this point, plaque 6, is at the junction of Upper and Middle Church Lane. Look up 
above the porch of the house immediately opposite the church gate and find the name of E. 
Bradly 1757 incised into one of the mathematical tiles - not bricks as they appear. Mathematical 
tiles were often used as a way of avoiding the Brick Tax, which was introduced in 1784 to finance 
the war with the American colonies. Note the hinges on the front door of the house. They were 
made when the forge was in existence next door. Turn right and walk past a row of cottages. 
This street is frequently used by television companies for film sets in programmes such as Foyle’s 
War. At the end of this lane turn left into Lower Church Lane. Note the gutter in the centre 
of the road. Gutters thus positioned were used as overground sewers in Tudor times when 
human body waste was thrown from first floor windows into the street. At the end of Lower 
Church Lane. Number 31 (on the right) is an example of a late 16th century building, with a 
17th century frontage, which was refurbished in the late 20th century by the Farnham (Buildings 
Preservation) Trust Ltd. in co-operation with Waverley Borough Council. At the entrance to 
Wagon Yard car park turn right, walk between the parked vehicles, then left, and on to a 
wooden bridge crossing the River Wey. Note the heritage plaque on the bridge as you cross it. 

(Daniel Defoe, author of Robinson Crusoe, wrote, in 1722, that a man had told him that he had once counted 1,100 teams of horses, all drawing wagons or carts, 
loaded with wheat, in Farnham on this piece of ground). On the far side of the bridge walk to the right.

FARNHAM MALTINGS
This complex was purchased in the 1960s from the Courage brewery, by Farnham 
residents, to save it from demolition. Today Farnham Maltings is a multi-faceted arts and 
community venue. A former tannery, during the heyday of Farnham’s brewing industry it 
was converted to become a place where grain was malted - malt is one of the four 
ingredients of real ale, the others being water, yeast and hops. Until the 1960s the River Wey 
regularly broke its banks and flooded this area as far as half-way up Downing Street. 
Widening the banks has now stopped the problem. Continue walking past The 
Maltings building and where it meets a narrow road, find plaque 7. Turn 
left. Initially, this is a thoroughfare without pavements, so keep to the left, 
walk until you reach a pavement, and then go past a row of cottages, the 
first of which is one of the oldest buildings in town (1500s), the last one 
of which has the sign Sampson Sampson Licensed Maltster painted on an 
end wall. Look across the road to your right and see the inn where 
William Cobbett was born. At that time the hostelry was known as the 
Jolly Farmer. Turn left and walk over Longbridge then cross into 
Gostrey Meadow at plaque 8. 

GOSTREY MEADOW
Go through the gate into the recreational area and follow the path beside the river, walk across the wooden bridge, go past the war memorial and then to 
a pair of wrought iron gates opening into South Street. On your way look left and see the former Church House (now The Vineyard Church) with a weather 
vane showing it was built in 1909. When the building was completed a debt of £800 was still outstanding. In 1910 the first Farnham Pageant was held to 
offset this sum. A similar pageant has been held three times since. In the 1920s Noel ‘Boy’ McCormick, an international boxer who lived in Farnham, used 
this hall for sparring practice during training bouts.  
At the gates turn left into South Street. Walk to the traffic island at the junction of South Street and Union Road and cross over at this point so 
you are outside the Methodist Church. To your right are the town council offices and a tourist information point. This building has some fine windows 
and, in its entrance, a number of green tiles which were made at the celebrated Wrecclesham pottery. Walk past the church and stop outside the Liberal 
Club. Read the large plaque giving information about the building and its architect. This was the first public work designed by Edwin Lutyens to be built. 
Note the clever mixing of small and large bricks at the corner of the building. At the northern edge of this building find plaque 9.

VICTORIA GARDEN
Walk along the path at the side of the Liberal Club. Look at the large 
arch which is a continuation of the side of the Lutyens building. This was the 
entrance to the former swimming bath which was built, by public 
subscription, to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. 
The white painted lettering can still be seen on the wooden lintels above the 
two frames at each side of the arch which was another of Harold Falkner’s 
designs. The concave marks in the bricks were made by generations of 
children with the pennies they held, while waiting in line for access to the 
bath. The Victoria Garden is behind the wall and open to the public. 
Ahead of you lies Brightwells and Brightwell House. The former Redgrave 
Theatre was once adjacent to Brightwell House and the house was used as 
the theatre's entertainment suite. The latter was earlier known as Lowlands 
when it was the home of the Paget family. Florence Nightingale was a 
frequent visitor to the Pagets. She also gave a silver communion set to 
Farnham Hospital. The composer, Arthur Sullivan (later Sir Arthur), was 

The William Cobbett

Victoria Garden

Lower Church Lane
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You can start your walk at any point on the circular route. Farnham Heritage Trail plaques can be found at each site, corresponding to the numbers on this map.

CASTLE STREET
Plaque 1 is at the bottom of Castle Street. In the centre of the street, at this point, was the 
Market House which was also a jail. It was built in 1566 and demolished in 1866. See heritage plaque 
on the wall of a bank, which provides more historical details. Note the hop bines, moulded 
on the rainwater down-pipes of the building at the same corner, which is 
known as The Town Hall Buildings. Farnham hops were once the most 
expensive in England. Look up the road and see Farnham 
Castle, on which building started early in the 12th century 
and was a home to the Bishops of Winchester for 
more than 800 years. Start to walk up the street 
and look at the varied fanlights above doors. 
The first motoring offence to warrant a 
fine took place in this street in 1895. 
What is believed to be the  
first-ever Two-Minute Silence, 

now observed annually on Armistice Day, was initiated by J. Alfred Eggar, an estate agent 
of Castle Street, and was first held in May 1916 near the archway leading to St. 
George’s Yard. Continue up the street and go into the courtyard leading to a 
restaurant. Look at the exterior of the building and find a plaque containing details 
about the Castle Theatre (earlier 
known as the Playhouse Theatre). Sir 
Michael Redgrave said that this was 
the most haunted theatre in which he 
had ever acted.

Go back into the main street and 
either walk on towards the castle 
or cross over the road near the red 
telephone box. If you walk on up 
the hill note the Nelson Arms with 
a hand-carved wooden sign and a few 
yards farther on you will reach the 
steps to Farnham Castle. These are 
constructed in blocks of seven steps 
and seven paces and had been built to 
facilitate a walk alone into the town 
by Bishop Richard Fox, who was 
blind for several years before his 
death in 1528. The Castle Keep is 
normally open daily and the castle, 
known also as The Bishop’s Palace, is 
open for guided tours on Wednesday afternoons. Check before going for 
availability and times. (To continue the tour return to the red telephone box and 
cross the road).

If you decide to cross the road, plaque 2 is on a wall at the right of the footpath 
leading into Long Garden Walk. Turn round to face Castle Street, look to your right and 
see the Golden Hind on top of the Town Hall Buildings. Look across the road to your left and 
note the plane trees planted in 1897 to celebrate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. The 
almshouses behind them were built in 1619 - see heritage plaque. Although many of the buildings 
in this street appear to be Georgian many are much older and only have Georgian façades. Turn back 

into Long Garden Walk 
where rope was once made in 
lengths stretching from the Hop 
Blossom to the far side of Castle Street. 
Continue walking westward and on to the 
forecourt of a supermarket. Turn left into

LION AND LAMB YARD
Note the heritage plaque on a wall before walking down the yard which is 
facing you. The lion and lamb teak sculpture was carved in the mid-1980s at 
the same time as most of the upper part of this yard was built, the exception 
being the listed barn on the left which is currently a retail outlet. At one time 
this barn was used as a garage for the repair of vehicles used by William 

Farnham Castle

Castle Street

Lion and Lamb Yard

Kingham and Sons, wholesale and retail grocers, whose warehouse occupied the land on which the present supermarket now stands. At the bottom of 
the yard, note the old water pump on the right, and cellar doors of the former Lion and Lamb Hotel (the building from which this yard derived  
its name).

Plaque 3 is on the wall near the large gates, at the bottom of the yard. Turn right into West Street. 

WEST STREET
On the wall of the buildng opposite observe the 

roundel high up on the wall of the department 
store opposite you, showing the birthplace 
of Augustus Toplady, author of the hymn 
Rock of Ages. Continue along the pavement, 

past the post office and noting as you go the 
unusual building in Malthouse Yard, once 

owned by a hop garden tallyman, and a rare 
example of an 18th century shop front at 104a. 

It was brought from a former pastrycook’s in 
The Cornhill, London, by Harold Falkner 

(one of the town’s most famous, but 
eccentric, architects). He erected this 

shop front behind specially construct-
ed giraffe-like pillars, in 1950. 

Stop at the corner of the lane next to a timber-framed building (98 and 99 
West Street) on which is plaque 4. The lane running northward is Timber 
Close, which is believed to be the place of the construction, in 1395, of the 
hammer-beam roof of Westminster Hall, in London, where it can still be seen 
today. After construction in Farnham, it was then taken, piece by piece, to 
London and erected there. Cross The Hart and continue along the road until 
you reach a grassy area known as College Gardens on which are small 
bungalows. Note the military college details on a heritage plaque in the grass. 
Although William Willett, the man who originated the idea of daylight saving, 
was born in a cottage at this site in 1856, this detail is not recorded here. 

Cross the road and enter the Museum of Farnham, at number 38, which is 
situated in a Grade I listed Georgian building. Here the visitor can find 
thousands of artefacts pertinent to Farnham and its unique history as well as an 

excellent local history library. Entry to the museum and its walled garden is free. 
It is open from 10am to 5pm Tuesdays to Saturdays. Turn right on leaving the 

museum and walk back towards the town centre. Stop and look at 28, West Street. 
This building, known as Vernon House, has a ceramic roundel on a wall, stating that 

King Charles I stayed in the house (earlier known as Culver Hall) for one night, as a 
prisoner, before going to London, for trial and eventual execution. He gave his host, 

Sir Henry Vernon, his morning cap in thanks for his hospitality. Made in blue silk with 
gold and silver threadwork this can now be seen in the Museum of Farnham.

CENTRAL FARNHAM
Remember when walking about in Farnham that all the main thoroughfares - Castle 

Street, West Street, East Street, Downing Street and The Borough are numbered consecutively 
and not alternately (evens on one side and odds on the other) as is more usual. Walk past Vernon 

House and then the Bishop’s Table Hotel at 27, West Street, both of which are reputed to be haunted, and 
stop outside number 25, the large Victorian building a few yards farther on which is the Farnham Adult 

Learning Centre. Farnham has a long history of first-class education and in the past this building has been used as 
Farnham Grammar School, Farnham Girls’ Grammar School and Farnham School of Art. At 24, West Street is Harold 

Falkner’s house carrying a heritage plaque. Harold Falkner and his friend, Charles Borelli, had a profound influence on 
architectural aspects of Farnham today. Continue to walk to the pedestrian crossing lights. Stop at plaque 5 which is on the wall of 

Church Passage. This passage is also known as Streaky Bacon Lane. Look at the setts beneath your feet for the reason! William Kingham’s bacon 
smoking factory once occupied the building on your right. You are now approaching St. Andrew’s Parish Church, one of the largest parish churches in 
Surrey. Handboards inside give its history. Legend states that its womenfolk, from a vantage point on a former tower on this church, saved the town 
when the Danes invaded Farnham in the 9th century. William Cobbett’s tomb is outside the church’s main door. Despite being born into poverty 
in 1763, he rose to become an MP, an advocate of political reform and an author of note (his most well known work being Rural Rides). His influence 
can be still seen today as founder of the present Hansard. He died in 1835. Continue walking down the left path to the main churchyard entrance and 
note the gates constructed in memory of a pet dog - details at ground level on the left pillar.
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